
March 15, 2016

POTTSTOWN BOROUGH AUTHORITY

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Thomas Carroll called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Present were Tom Carroll, 
David Renn, Aram Ecker and Jeff Chomnuk.  Also in attendance were Manager Mark Flanders, 
Public Works Director Doug Yerger, Bookkeeper Janice Lee, Utilities Administrator Robert 
Plenderleith, Utilities Director Brent Wagner, Tom Weld, Cardno/BCM Engineers, and Borough 
Secretary Virginia Takach. Mike Benner was absent.

PUBLIC COMMENT

None.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Planning & Capital

Mr. Weld explained the request for the meter replacement Contract No. 147, for the meters at
the Wastewater Treatment Plant, the Water Treatment Plant and the Circle of Progress. He noted that 
there was an increase in the contract in the amount of $166.50.

Mr. Chomnuk moved to approve the Close Out Documents for Contract No 147, Meter
Facilities at WWTP, WTP and the Circle of Progress in a final contract price of $266,500, an increase
in the original contract price by $166.50. Mr. Renn seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Mr. Weld also reviewed Contract 151, which will be combined with the Water and Sewer
 replacement contract to be advertised in late April.

AUTHORITY MANAGER’S REPORT

Mr. Flanders advised that the Public Works Facility is substantially complete, with the 
exception of the Conservation District inspection. He added that the address is officially changed to 
25 Prince Street and the final cost should result in $4.2 million. 

Mr. Flanders also advised that Gil Pennypacker, a longtime Borough employee passed away 
on February 25th. He also noted that the AFSCME contract has been signed and advised that Borough
Hall will be closed on March 25th in observance of Good Friday.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Solicitor Pompo referred to the report distributed. He noted that the 2016 State budget is 
proposing an increase in fees on disposal of municipal waste and residual waste in landfills by $1.75 
per ton and a new $8 per ton fee on residual waste landfills and construction and demolition waste 
landfills. Mr. Pompo also reviewed the amendments to HB 445 and HB 1357 regarding PA One Calls
and a State licensing program for plumbers under the Department of Labor and Industry.
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Mr. Wagner agreed to provide calculations for the next meeting as to how much of an 
increase would result in cost of biosolids going to a landfill based upon new legislation that increases 
disposal cost at $1.75 a ton.

AUTHORITY MAGAZINE REPORT

There was no report in Mr. Benner’s absence.

CORRESPONDENCE

Mr. Ecker reviewed the upcoming 2016 PMAA Spring Management Workshop scheduled for 
April 13, 2016 in Hershey. 

It was the consensus of the Board to authorize Mr. Ecker to consult with the Authority 
Manager to allow a staff member to attend. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Carroll asked for comments or corrections to the minutes of January 19, 2016. Hearing
none, the minutes stood approved. 

ENGINEER’S REPORT

Mr. Weld advised that a new development is proposed for Evergreen Road, Lower Pottsgrove
Township.  Sanatoga Green will consists of 264 apartment units, 173 townhouses and a 100-room 
hotel, along with a 60,000 sf medical building. Mr. Weld explained the issue that may arise with the 
capacity during peak conditions and will be addressed with DEP.  He noted that legally Lower 
Pottsgrove has not exceeded its EDU’s. 

Mr. Weld also reported on the installation of meter projects. He added that he will be meeting 
with North East regarding maintenance of the meters. Mr. Weld also advised that he is working with 
the Solicitor on the easement agreement for the Colebrookdale Railroad. 

UTILITIES DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Mr. Wagner reported that the February 20th major water main break resulted in a reverse 911 
call to customers asking for a reduction in water use. The issue was resolved in a timely matter due to
the cooperation of Staff and assistance of Wexcon. Mr. Wagner also reported on the valve exercising 
project, the main break in the plant and the floculator and basin maintenance. He also noted that the 
annual water report has been distributed electronically. 

Mr. Wagner also advised that the new screw pump has been delivered and will be installed in 
the near future. He also updated the Board on staffing, the dryer and aeration tanks.  He also reported 
that a Notice of Violation was received on the dryer that clogged the discharge, which was resolved 
in less than 24 hours. The Notice was closed and rescinded. 
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PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Mr. Yerger reported that the wireless network projects are being worked through and will be 
finalized with Mueller within the next two weeks.

Mr. Carroll recommended that the installation of the meter project include sensors for leak 
detections.

Mr. Yerger advised that a conditional offer was made for the water supervisor position, which
has been vacant since last October. He also provided an update on the valve project and valve boxes 
and the benefits of using the butterfly valves. Mr. Yerger explained the damages during the recent 
heavy rain, including manhole covers and street flooding. He also commended the assistance of 
Wexcon. 

FINANCE

Mr. Plenderleith reviewed the reports distributed, noting that he is awaiting an explanation 
from West Pottsgrove for its non-payment on the capital side. He will be working with the new 
Manager. He added that the audit is closing and the water and sewer funds are doing well. Mr. 
Plenderleith will be resuming work on the 5-year capital plan. A meeting is scheduled for April. 

Ms. Lee added that the collections with Portnoff are on schedule, with many accounts 
associated with vacant properties. She also noted that customers are now required to make 
arrangements with Portnoff on delinquent accounts, prior to paying any current bills. Calls can be 
transferred directly to Portnoff. 

Mr. Carroll commended staff on their efforts on these collection matters.  

OLD BUSINESS

CONTRACT NO. 152 – Emergency Generator

Mr. Weld noted that the Emergency Generator project for the Wastewater Treatment Plant has
been advertised will be opened April 12th.

NEW BUSINESS

CAROUSEL

Mr. Ecker commented that he was contacted regarding the Carousel’s water line and 
questioned the location as it is not practical.  

Mr. Flanders advised that on this date he met with a member of the Carousel Board and was 
told they are in no hurry since there is nowhere to go with the water and no pipe from the meter pit to 
the building, which is their responsibility. 
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Mr. Yerger added that the meter pit has to be in that location, otherwise it would go across the
street to get to the main. He also explained that staff has been digging holes in the area of the Park in 
an effort to locate the pipe. 

Mr. Renn suggested that since the Manager spoke to a Board member on this date, the issue 
should remain as is.  

STORMWATER

Mr. Weld provided a brief update on the Stormwater project. He noted that the first two 
sections have been drafted. He advised that a presentation should be available in July. 

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. on motion by Mr. Renn. 

Submitted by,

Virginia L. Takach, Borough Secretary
for Aram Ecker, Secretary


