
January 4, 2016

POTTSTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL

The Reorganization Meeting of the Pottstown Borough Council was called to order on 
Monday, January 4, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Meeting Room, Pottstown Borough 
Hall, 100 East High Street, Pottstown, Pennsylvania, with Mayor Thomas presiding.

INVOCATION

Minister Jacqueline Miller provided the invocation.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL

Councilors present were Ryan Procsal, Sheryl Miller, Dan Weand and Joseph 
Kirkland. Also present were Borough Manager Mark Flanders, Mayor Sharon Valentine-
Thomas and Borough Secretary Virginia Takach.

NEW BUSINESS

a. Oath of Office Ceremony

 Mayor Thomas administered the Oaths of Office to reelected Councilor Carol Kulp, 
2nd Ward, and also newly elected Councilors Dennis Arms, 4th Ward and Rita Paez, 6th 
Ward. 

b. Tax Collector – Manager Flanders referred to a letter from elected Tax Collector
Coleen Belovich indicating her resignation as Tax Collector for the Borough. Mr. Flanders 
noted that with advice from Attorney Charles Garner, that if the Tax Collector elect was not 
able to take the Oath of Office for some reason, the position would become vacant and allow 
Council to appoint a Tax Collection within 30 days. He recommended that Council list this 
matter on the January 6th Committee of the Whole meeting agenda.

c.         Election of Officers

Mayor Thomas reviewed the rules governing the nominations and called for the 
election of officers.  

(1) President – Motion by Councilor Paez to nominate Ryan Procsal as
President of Council.

Councilor Procsal respectfully declined the nomination.

Motion by Councilor Procsal to nominate Councilor Weand as President of Council.

There were no further nominations and the nominations were closed. Mayor Thomas 
requested a roll-call vote. 
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Arms yes Paez no
Kirkland yes Procsal yes
Kulp yes Weand yes
Miller yes

Motion carried: 6 ayes, 1 nay.

(2) Vice-President – Motion by Councilor Paez to nominate Councilor Miller
as Vice President of Council.

There were no other nominations.

Mayor Thomas requested a roll–call vote.

Arms yes Paez yes
Kirkland yes Procsal yes
Kulp yes Weand yes
Miller yes

Motion carried: 7 ayes.

At this time Mayor Thomas turned the meeting and gavel over to Council President 
Dan Weand.

President Weand thanked his fellow Councilors for their confidence in appointing him
as President. 

(3) President Pro Tem – Motion by Councilor Miller to nominate Councilor
Joseph Kirkland as President Pro Tem.

There were no other nominations.

The motion carried: 7 ayes.

(4) Secretary – Motion by Councilor Kulp to appoint Virginia Takach as 
Borough Secretary. There were no other nominations. Motion carried: 7 ayes.

(4) Treasurer - Motion by Councilor Miller to appoint Janice Lee as 
Borough Treasurer.  There were no other nominations. Motion carried: 7 ayes.

(5) Borough Solicitor – Motion by Councilor Procsal to appoint Charles 
Garner, Jr. as Borough Solicitor. There were no other nominations. Motion carried: 7 ayes.

(6) �Borough Engineer – Motion by Councilor Miller to appoint Remington 
Vernick & Beach as the Borough Engineer. There were no other nominations. Motion carried:
7 ayes. 
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(7) Planning Commission Engineer – Motion by Councilor Miller to 
appoint Remington Vernick & Beach as the Planning Commission Engineer. There were no 
other nominations. Motion carried: 7 ayes.

(8) Vacancy Board – Motion by Councilor Miller to appoint Jim Derr to 
the Vacancy Board for a one-year term to expire December 31, 2016.  Motion carried: 7 ayes.

(9) Open Records Officer – Motion by Councilor Miller to appoint 
Virginia Takach as the Open Records Officer for the Borough. Motion carried: 7 ayes. 

d.       Rules of Order – Motion by Councilor Miller, seconded by Councilor Procsal
to adopt the Robert’s Rules of Order for Borough Council Meetings.

Councilor Miller commented that the Rules were revised in January 2014 to add 
comments at the end of the Committee of the Whole meetings and noted that, although not 
listed, she recommended that this rule be maintained.

Councilor Miller also referred to Rule No. 7, regarding deliberations among Council, 
and suggested that, as this Rule has not been adhered to in the past, it not be strictly enforced 
while Council is collaborating on an item.

Motion to adopt the Rules as amended carried: 7 ayes.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

President Weand asked each of the Councilors to provide him with their preference 
and interests in serving on the various committees. He also requested that each Councilor 
provide him with one goal to be accomplished in 2016 in order to move the Borough forward.

 ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m. on motion by Councilor Procsal.

Submitted by,

Mark D. Flanders
Borough Manager


